I
n 1975 the Laboratory of Biological Anthropology (LBA) was established at the University of Kansas in Twente Hall, on the first floor, in the north wing of the former student hospital. This building contained a blood chemistry laboratory, a computer room, and former hospital rooms that served as offices. The laboratories and office space were needed because the LBA received seven awards, including four from the National Institutes of Health:
• A US Office of Education grant to study environmental influences on learning in an African-American community. In 2015 I was contacted by McMahon, director of genetics at the National Institute of Mental Health, to discuss collaboration on the Mennonites of Kansas and Nebraska. His research group was searching for genes associated with bipolar depression in populations with small numbers of founders. The Kansas and Nebraskan Mennonites originated in the Molotschna region of the Ukraine from a single congregation, Alexanderwohl. This congregation was transplanted to the United States but split into two parts in 1874: one portion relocated to Goessel, Kansas, and the other half bought land and settled in Henderson, Nebraska. These congregations underwent further fission along familial lines, based on doctrinal disagreements. This collaboration has resulted in whole genomic sequences of deidentified Mennonite DNA samples.
The future looks bright for the research programs at the LBA with the addition of two new researchers: Dennis O'Rourke and Jennifer Raff. They bring unique expertise in ancient DNA and contemporary DNA variation with a strong emphasis on the peopling of the Americas and Arctic populations of Alaska. These research emphases coalesce with the Siberian and Aleut foci of the current director of the LBA.
